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Statistics and Facts about Nebraska Schools |2017/18 | Nebraska Department of 
Education 
Total School Districts, Student Enrollment by State and Metro Area | 2014 | Governing 


Sources: Tables PCT012 and PCT012I, 2000 Census (SF1); 2017 Vintage 
Population Estimates, all U.S. Census Bureau
Sources: Tables PCT012 and PCT012I, 2000 Census (SF1); 2017 Vintage 
Population Estimates, all U.S. Census Bureau

Finance 
Annual Survey of School System Finances| 2017 | United States Census Bureau
Annual Financial Reports of School Districts 2017/18 | Nebraska Department of Education 
Per Pupil Costs| 2017/18 | Nebraska Department of Education 
Levy and Valuation Information | 2017/18 | Nebraska Department of Education 
School District Funding in Nebraska | 2018 | Urban Institute
Directing Dollars to School Districts | 2018  | Urban Institute 
States that Spend the Most (and the Least) on Education | 2019 | Governing
$7,178  - $8,388 $8,389 - $11,268 $11,269  - $13,772 $13,773 - $16,652 $16,653  - $23,090
Nebraska’s per pupil spending is near the national average of 
$12,520
2017 average per pupil expenditure calculated by U.S. Census Bureau 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau Annual Survey of School System Finances FY 2017




Columbus, Ohio 50,331 $15,403 
Wichita United, Kansas 50,600 $10,735
Omaha Public, Nebraska 52,344 (52,836) $12,578 ($12,644)
San Antonio, Texas 52,514 $10,568 
Douglas County, Colorado 67,470 $8,904 
Denver, Colorado 91,138 $11,346
Omaha’s average per pupil spending is close to other metros’ 
of a similar size  
Source: U.S. Census Bureau Annual Survey of School System Finances FY 2017. Table 18
Smaller school districts have higher spending per pupil
School district per pupil spending for Nebraska school districts under 6,100 students
Sources: General fund expenditures per student – Annual Financial Report 17/18. Number of 
students  - “fall membership” Nebraska Department of Education. Statistics and Facts about 
Nebraska.  2017/18. Calculations by UNO CPAR














Average per pupil 
expenditures for 
schools with 6,100 
students or less  
$15,456 




Elkhorn Public 9,347 $9,297
Bellevue Public 9,801 $10,677
Grand Island Public 9,897 $10,458
Papillion La Vista Community 12,018 $9,645
Millard Public 24,018 $9,453
Lincoln Public 41,737 $10,777
Omaha Public 52,836 $12,644
The average spending for the 7 largest school districts in 
Nebraska is $10,241.67
Sources: General fund expenditures per student – Annual Financial Report 17/18. Number of 
students  - “fall membership” Nebraska Department of Education. Statistics and Facts about 
Nebraska.  2017/18. Calculations by UNO CPAR
The funding of Nebraska school districts is heavily reliant 
on property taxes compared to other states
Percentage of total funding that comes from local resources 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau Annual Survey of School System Finances FY 2017
Nebraska’s equalization formula applies some best 
practices; however, 67 school districts or 75% of students 
still receive no state equalization aid
Nebraska equalization aid formula 
Rosenboom et al (2018) School District Funding in Nebraska. Urban Institute. 
https://www.urban.org/sites/default/files/publication/99263/school_district_funding_in_nebraska_6.pdf
Compiled by UNO CPAR
Compiled by UNO CPAR
https://edfunding.urban.org/states/nebraska
Outcomes 
Nebraska Student Centered Assessment | 2018 | Nebraska Department of Education 
National Assessment of Educational Progress | 2009 - 2017 | On Nebraska Department of 
Education Website
Educational Monitoring Opportunity Project | 2013 | Stanford University
ACT Scores by State| 2018 |act.org
Nebraska Student Centered Assessment
National Assessment of Educational Progress 
2017 | Grade 8 |Mathematics| Public Schools 
Nebraska NAEP Report Card 
Grade 4 | Reading |2017 
https://cepa.stanford.edu/educational-opportunity-monitoring-project/overview
https://cepa.stanford.edu/educational-opportunity-monitoring-project/achievement-gaps/race/#third
Nebraska students’ ACT average composite score is 20.1 
Composite scores are based on english, reading, math and science  
Source: source info here can be removed if unnecessary source info here can be removed if unnecessary source info here 
can be removed if unnecessary source info here 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, Public Use Microdata and America  
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